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No person may be forced to take part in any religious act or ceremony
or to be present at any religious exercise or to adopt any religious form
of oath.

ARTICLE 137.

There is no State Church.

Freedom of association in religious bodies is guaranteed. No limits
shall be imposed on the formation of religious associations within the
Realm.

Every religious association shall order and administer its own affairs
independently within the limits of the law. Such associations shall
bestow their offices without the co-operation of the State or the local
authorities.

Religious associations shall acquire a juridic personality according to
the general regulations laid down in the Civil Code.

Religious associations shall retain the status of public corporations
if they have previously enjoyed it. Other religious associations may,
on demand, obtain a similar status, should their constitution and their
membership give guarantee of their permanent character. Should
several such public corporate bodies join to form one union, such union
is itself a public corporate body.

Religious associations which are public corporate bodies are entitled
to impose taxes on their members on the basis of the rate assess-
ments and in accordance with the regulations laid down by the Lands.

Associations, whose aim is to promote the cult of a common view of
life, shall be on a par with religious associations.

The Legislatures of the Lands shall lay down any further regulations
required for the carrying out of this Article.

ARTICLE 138.

The Legislatures of the Lands shall discharge any liabilities due to
religious bodies in virtue of a law, a contract, or a legal title. The
Realm shall lay down general principles on this matter.

The property of religious bodies and religious associations shall be
guaranteed, as also shall be their rights in respect of their institutions,
foundations, and other funds devoted to purposes of worship, education,
and social welfare.

ARTICLE 139.

Sundays and feast days recognized by the State are maintained as
holidays and days of spiritual refreshment.

ARTICLE 140.

Members of the National Defence Force must be granted sufficient
free time to enable them to fulfil their religious duties.

ARTICLE
In so far as a need of religious services and of religious ministration
makes itself felt in the army, in hospitals, prisons, or other public
institutions, admission may be accorded to religious associations. But
in this there shall be no coercion,
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